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€) Background

construction =
pairing of form + meaning
that must be learned

“a person’s knowledge
of language consists of
nothing but constructions”

even from morphemes
(e.g. -ed for past tense)
even to abstract schemas
(e.g. double object cxn)

— all linguistic phenomena
can be treated uniformly
as constructions

constructicon =
inventory of constructions

covers the full lexicon-grammar
continuum

covers “the entire language”

a constructicon
IS an enhanced dictionary

@) Classification

Combinations of slots + fillers.
1. 2. 3. 4.

fixed partschem schem

concrete abstract
H2#4 #6 H1#7T  #3
#5 #8

Examples in all four classes.

2. head-complement
3. cheese-with-holes

© Aim

Approach: dictionary-based.

v  class 1 and class 2

X class 3 and class 4
Aim:

make the system capable
of handling these as well.

O Result

The system can handle
abstract constructions.

Covers
all classes of constructions.

The constructicon database
IS supplemented by
some abstract constructions.

Example sentence in Hungarian — with English gloss

Lasdadd

‘> Hungarian Constructicon project

Ha reszt vesz a munkaban, akkor szeép fizetest kap.

Ha rész-t

If

VeSZ

part. ACC take.SG3 the work.INE

then nice salary.ACC receive.SG3

a munka-ban , akkor szép fizetés-t

kap.

If he takes part in the work, then he receives a nice salary.

~

How does it work?
€) representation of input
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{(® remove what you found
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) do it recursively
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#7

6 Recognized
constructions

#1 1f-then cxn

#2 receive

#3 attributive adjective cxn
#4 salary

#5 nice

#6 take-part-in cxn

#7 definite article cxn

#8 work

(D Other cxns in Fig.
VAN

@ Legend

HU-EN word list

*a — the

» akkor — then

- fizetés — salary
*ha — If

*kap — receive

* munka — work

*rész — part
*SZEp — nice
*vesz — take

Abbreviations

e advcl
— adverbial clause modifier

e amod:att
— attributive adjectival modifier

* det — determiner

*mark — subordinate marker

* ACC — case marker -t for object
* INE — case marker -ban for in
* PRO — case marker -Kkor for at

« SG3 — 3rd person singular
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